OUR AMBASSADOR KING

my 'usband was to *ave a bath, Vd drown 'isself, I know
?e would/* And "So would mine" came from the
neighbours in chorus. There's evidence for the bad land-
lord ! It almost bears out that article of his creed con-
cerning the inevitability of the bathroom being turned
into the coal-house. The Prince has never subscribed
to that belief. Even if a reversion to slum conditions is a
constant danger to reform, he holds, with numbers of
other people, that the tendency can be overcome by tact-
ful education, the tact consisting of a total avoidance of
anything in the nature of uplift. Since the conditions of
slum-life are evil, it follows that human beings who have
been subjected to those conditions will temporarily
carry their influence into any environment to which they
are brought. Paradise Row cannot be turned into Para-
dise merely by pulling down the Row.

To this question of housing reform the Prince has
devoted much earnest thought. Whether on his London
or country estates, he has never plunged into reckless
schemes for the mere satisfaction of "doing good."
It appears to him to be nothing more than common
sense to try and learn something of the inhabitants' own
ways and wishes. "It's his own neck, isn't it ?" he
once said to a farmer who, showing no sign of recognis-
ing him, had informed him that the Prince of Wales had
had too many falls from his horse and would be breaking
his neck one of these days. So also with the slum-
dwellers. Had they not to live in the newly-planned
tenements and houses ? Let them, therefore, be heard in
the matter. In the case of the Kennington Cockneys, at
any rate, they would not be slow to give tongue.

The Prince has not failed in his determination to be a
good landlord. Although his activities in this direction
are, except for Kennington, mostly confined to the West,
a tribute which can be appropriately applied to his efforts
is one paid in the Norfolk dialect to another landlord
about a century ago, one familiarly known as Coke of
Norfolk* (Later he was created Earl of Leicester.) The
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